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AMUSEMENTS THIS ETENINQ.

NIBLO'B GARDEN. Broadway..Colli** Baww.How to
Fak THK RK.NT.

WALLACE'S THEATRE, No. S44 Broadway..Bkllf.'i
E.BATAUBB.
LAURA EEENE'S THEATRE. Broadway..Ts» MaCamthtjob. tub fur or Oay.

NEW BOWER? THEATRE. BoirtiT.wriifo.no Rixali
ijio.Pl.kAAA.tt NkioUUOM -A'lBAlkb tit thb Na\ ASJAH.

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery .8ticexrr*» National
ClBCl'f
BARNl'M'S AMERICAN MUSEUM. Broadway..Co*Nrrr.Litibj HtrrorotAMUS, Whale, Ac. ui all u.uis..

Badax am j Kalaxala, af.ituooq aud evening.

BRTANTS' MINSTRELS, Mechanics' 11*11, 471 Broad
W*}..UoWB in OLD K-r-K*.

IIOOLEY'S MINSTRELS. Stuyrpunl Institute, No. 659
Broadway..Ethiopian Sonus, Dances. Ac.

MBLODEON CONCERT HALL. 539 Broadway.-soncs.Dakcm, Burlesoues. Ac..Convict Li. a on Blackwlll a.

CANTERBURY MUSIC HALL. 585 Broadway..Somos,Pancks, bckuumtinu, Ac..O'Fl .nniuax at tus Vaik,
OAIETIES CONCERT ROOM. 616 Broadway..D*AwnraBoom Kntmbtainmsnts, Ballets, Pantomimes, Fauces, Ac.

AMERICAN MUSIC HALL. 444 Broadway.-Sonus, BatLett,Pantomimes, Ac.ko akt Macaiem.

CRYSTAL PALACE CONCERT HALL, No. 45 Bowery..Bphlesoues, Sonos, Dances. Ac..1*o Clowns.

PARISIAN CABINET OF WONDERS, 663 Broadway..Open dally from 10 A M. till 9 P. M.

NOVELTY MUSIC HALL, 616 Broadway..BcelbsaceiSonos. Dances, Ac.

New York, Monday, March 10, 1861.

THE SITUATION.
We have to record to-day a slight reverse, cornPinedwith a reactionary bucccss of the Union

Nary, at Newport's News, on the James river.
The reverse reconnts the destruction of two of our
old wooden sailing frigates by tha rebel naval
monster, the Merrimac, and two iron-clad rebel
gunboats. The success includes the subsequent
defeat of the whole rebel force, and the disabling of
the Merrimao by our new Ericsson battery iron-clad
gunboat, the Monitor. The facts, as officially
reported are these. The Merrimac, which is said
to be commanded by Captain Buchanan late of the
Washington Nary Yard, came out of Norfolk on

Saturday morning, and together with the rebel
Iron clad gunboats Yorktown and Jamestown,
teamed down towards Newport*s News, where

the frigates Cumberland and Congress were lying.
Signals were at once displayed for assistance from
the steamers Minnesota, Roanoke and St. Lawrence.The frigates being sailing vessels were

completely at the mercy of the monster Merrimac
and her attendant iron mailed gunboats. The
Kerrimao made an attack on the Cumberedwith her iron prow, and fairly
lut her open ; then drawing off she
gave bar a broadside and dashed into her
again. The Cumberland Immediately went down
under this terrific shock, and it is said that about a

hundred of her crew of five hundred were lost.
The Merrimac, Yorktown and Jamestown then engagedthe Congress with a heavy fire, our batteriesfrom Newport's News playing briskly on the
rebel boats meanwhile, and the enemy returning
wiin sneu. me congress, though she fought gallantly,had to snccumb to the superior force of the
enemy, and surrendered. Her officers were taken
prisoners, the crew were allowed to escape in
boats, and the frigate was then burned by the enemy.The steamer going up to assist the frigates,
although they opened a severe fire on the enemy,
unfortunately were unable to approach near

enough to disable them. The Minnesota also went
aground. Darkness ccm.'ng on the progress of the
fight could not well be observed.
The following morning, bowever, changed the

features of the conflict, for the Ericsaon battery
gunboat Monitor, which left New York on Thursday,arrived at Fortress Monroe at ten o'clock Saturdaynight, and at daylight yesterday morning
she went gallantly Into action with the whole three
rebel steamers, having herself only two heavy
guns. The fight continued for fire hours. Part of
the time t(>e Monitor enH M«.rriin«/. »»

touching each other, that is to My, from eight
O'clock in the morning until noon, when the Merri
mac drew off and waa towed towards Norfolk in a

inHng condition. The little Monitor is Mid to be
uninjured and ready to repel another attack at any
moment. She went to Fortress Monroe merely on

on experimental trip and it would appear that the
xperiment proved qoite successful.
The telegraph line from Fortress Monroe was

eompleted yesterday just in time to enable the in*
«v roicu n asningion, ana Assistant

Secretary of the Navy Fox, who had gone down to
xamino the little guuboat Monitor, availed himselfof the opportunity to telegraph the glorious

feat of the new gunbett, which he was fortunate
enoogh to witness. General Wool also sent a
despatch to General McClellan, detailing the affhir.We publish both despatches to day.

It Is to be presumed that the War Department
will at once avail Itself of the means now at its
disposal to reinforce our naval squadron at FortressMonroe. The steamers San Jacinto and Dacotahare now lying at Boston, ready for sea. Th#
frigate Sabine, it is said, will leave this port to day,
and the eteam gunboat Oneida sailed yesterday
for the South, and will probably receive a

despatch in time to run into Fortress Monroe.
We give an excellent map in another page of the

Vicinity of this remarkable naval engagement.
I As a set-off to the loss of our ships offNewport'sNews, we have iatelligence o< the clearing
out of the troublesome rebel batteries at Aquia
Creek by our troops yesterday, and the destrustlon
Of the notorious rebel steamer Page, which baa
km running about Occoquan and Quantico
eraeka to long, and. ao often auccecded In ea'

MfH batttnag. Oar ganboata
y '"T -»

opened fire yesterday afternoon on the battery and

Cockpit Point, and after a cannonade of an hoar

and a h.df our troops landed, and hoisted the Star* I
and Str pee ou the Point. The rebels set fire to,
'he r tents and all other property which they
could not remove, and also burned the steamer

Page.
It is evident that the rebels are withdrawing

from their former lines on the Lower Potomac, and

concentrating their strength at some other point.
General Hooker reported to headquarters yesterday

that all the enemy's batteries in front of his

lines, opposite Budd's Ferry, are abandoned entirelyand the guns spiked. He has taken possession
of some of them, and they prove to be very

valuable pieces of ordnance. The evacuation of
these batteries opens the Potomac, and the blockade,

such as it was, is virtually abandoned. We

give to-day a map of the vicinity of Cockpit Point*
The evacuation of Leesburg by the rebels, and

its occupation by Colonel Geary, on Saturday, is

officially confirmed. A large amount of property
fell into our hands. The rebels fell back, as we

stated yesterday, towards Middlcburg, but it is not

certain that they have not gone as far as Winches-
ter. We give to-day a sketch of Colonel Geary'a
eventful life and a description of the town of Leesburg.

Up to last night all was quiet on the frontiers
of the Upper Potomac lines. Scouting parties

sent out in the direction of Winchester yesterday,
failed to meet with any resistance, except from a

small cavalry picket; but on Friday a brisk skirmish
took place between a company of our cavalry

and a part of Colonel Ashby's rebel cavalry, between
Bunker Hill and Winchester, in which six

rebels were killed. It was thought at Charlestown
that the force at Winchester was greatly reduced.

Yesterday morning the pickets of Colonel Hamilton,
near Smith's Kills, were attacked by rebel

scouts, and one of the Twenty-seventh Indiana regiment
was killed. The Third Wisconsin regiment

pursued them, and was not heard from at latest
accounts.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
The Tennessee Legislature is having a hard time

at Memphis. Another meeting was held on the
27th ultimo, when each house resolved itself into

a Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of

counting noses, and the following was the result:.
Present. Absent.

Senate ..7... 10 15
House 2260

The terms of the following named members of
the United States Senate will expire with the prosentCongress, on the 4th of March next:.
Jamos Dixon (rap.), Connecticut.
Mhton S. Latham (opp.), California.
James A. BavurU (opp.), Delaware.
Joseph A. Wright (opp.), Indiana.
Lou M. Morrill (rep.), Maine.
Charles Sumner (rep.), Massachusetts.
Authory Kennedy (opp.), Maryland.
Zacli. Chandler (rep ). Mnhigaa.
Henry M. Rice (opp.), Minnesota.
Praotrm Kinff /rOD.^. New York.
John R Thomson (opp ), New Jersey.
ltavid Wiiinol (rep.) .1'. nosyivania.
James F. Sitnmous (rep.), Rhode Islaai.
Andrew Johns, n (opp.), Tenneeeee.
Solomon Foot (rep.), Vermont.
Waitman T. Willey (opp.), Virginia. ,

James It. Doolittle (rep.), Wisconsin.

The Memphis Avalanche saya that General Sam
Houston, of Texas, ia not dead. A Galveston papercontains a letter from him, dated January 27.

It appears that there are some shoddy shoe contractorsamong the hordes of patriotic citizens
who have taken upon themselves the task of
keeping our soldiers comfortable. General Halleekwrites to the Quartermaster General at Washingtonthat the shoes issued to the troops wear out
in four days. He says a change must be effected
if the government hopes to keep the army"of the
Weat together.
The Hon. Benjamin F. Rexford, appointed in

November last as commissioner on the part of the
United States to adjudicate the claims of citizens
under this government against the government of
Costa Rica, accompanied by his son, arrived at the
Astor House in this city on Saturday last, and will
leave for Washington this afternoon. The commissioneron the part of Costa Rica ia Senor
Molina, Minister, residing near the scat of the
United States government. The claims have their
origin in the recent disputes between the States
of New Granada and Co-ta Rica, and out of which
grew the seizure of a large amount of property
belonging to American merchants, and adequate in
worth to justify the institution of the commission
which Judge Rexford represents on the part of the
federal government. Judge Rexford is a native of
Chenango county, in this State, and a graduate of
Union College, in the class of 1830. He
is a lawyer by profession, and occupies an
honored position at the bar of this State, beinar
chiefly and most favorably known at the West.
The commission will commence its sittings in the
city of Washington, for the reception and Cling of
claims, on the 13th instant, and will adjourn in the
course of ten days or two weeks following for a

period of three months. During the adjournment
the claims'filcd will be sent to Costa Rica for final
examination, immediately subsequent to which
Benor Molina, commissioner on the part of the
Costa IUcan government, will receive instructions
touching the determination of his government in
regard to their ultimate disposition. At this juncturean umpire will be appointed and the claims
will be definitely settled.
General McClellan has ordered tha following

tariff of exchange of prisoners of war:.
For a General Commander-in-Chief, sixty men.
Lieutenant General, forty men.

Major General, thirty men.
Brigadier General, twenty UMB,
Colonel, fifteen men.
Lieutenant Colonel, ten men.
Major, eight men.

Captain, six men.

Lieutenant, four men.
Sub-Lieutenant or Ensign, three men.
Non-commissioned officers, two men.
iTivave*t mail lor ui.ni.

Captain Wm. D. Porter, commander of the Mississippigunboat Ewx, ia faat recovering from the
injuries he sustained at the attack on Fort Henry.
His vessel is on the stocks at St. Eou'm, and will
soon be again in fighting trim.

In tho face of General Halleck's order, that no
distinction most be made between friend and foe
among the sick and wounded soldiers, a lot of secoshwomen in St. Louis had the presomptfon to
demand that they should have the privilege of contributingarticles exclusively for the rebels in tho
hospitals. The Sanitary Commission informed
th> in that donations were used indiscriminately for
all the inmates who needed them.
The State of Arkansas has spent two millions five

hundred thou and dollars to serve the rebellion.
This is nearly f ight dollars a head for evsry free
person in the State.

All tho newspaper editors in Nashville seceded
snd followed the rebel army to Memphis, exceptthose of the Manner, which continnes its publication.
The tonada papers have worked thenssclve9into another big fright over a report that our

government is building at Ogdensburg, in ttiia
State, and at other points on the Bt. I^twrence
river, twelve or fborteon gnnboata for lake service.
The Toronto (Canada) Leader (secession) says

tot "Ihe I
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handcuffed the American press and plucked the life '

oat of it." it recommends the papers to revolt.
A man named Horsely, from Hummer county,

Tenn., one of the wounded rebel prisoners at Bt.
Louis, is sixty-three years old.
Four hundred and ninety-one of the rebel prisonersat Alton, 111., have taken the oath of allegianceand been reloaded.
The Brit sh steamship Plantagenet, Captain

Beard, which arrived yesterday, reports having
met the schooner Idiasa, from Philadelphia for
Halifax, 300 miles from New York, with masts cut
and signals of distress flying. She was laden with
flour, but no one ou board. The Plantagenet towed
her forty miles, when the hawser broke, and she
was obliged to leave her in consequence of the
roughness of the sea. A despatch from Boston,
dated the 8th, gives the safe arrival there of the
Idiasa'a crew in the gunboat Dacotah. They
abandoned her at sea on the 4th iust., in latitude
40, longitude 70.
The following wero the quotations of currency

in Richmond at last advices:.
Gold 109 a 110

Silver 105 a 107
United States Treasury notes *100 a
Confederate States Treasury notes 74 a 70
Bank shinplasters 70 a 75
Corporation ahiuplaatera 50 a 75^
The cotton market was again excited and active Sa- .

turday. Ths sales embraced about 2,000 balsa, closing
oa the basis of 27>,c. a 28c. for middling uplands, Ths
Liverpool Brokers' Circular of the 21st of February gives f
the stock of American cotton in that market at 177,090 \
bales, against 628,540 at the same time last year. The j
stock of India was 245,830, against 117,810 last year. The
total stock of all kinds was 479,250 bales, against 791,240 r

at ths same period last year. There was none reported ^
at sea from America, against 387,000 last year, and 178 t
bales India, against 150,000 bales last year. The average d
weight of American bales is about 460 lbs., and those of Q
India about 300 lbs. Flour was heavy, with a moderate
demand, while prices, though easier for some grades,
were without quotable change for most descriptions. c

The chief demand was from the home trade. Wheat was 8

dull and sales wore quite limited, while prices were Irre- t
gular. Corn was lower, while Western mixed closed at E
S9c. a 61 t£e., lh store and delivered. Pork was heavy
and rather lower, with sales of new mess at $14 a$1412>i, 0

and new prime at $10 G2>4 a $10 75. Sugars were steady, '

with Mies of about 700 hhds. Cuba at full prices. Coffee I
was quiet and rales limited. Freights were steady and r
rates unchanged, whilo engagements were moderate. K

I
The Exciting News from Fortress Hon* j
roe.Operations of the Union Iron-Clad j
Steamers*

The news wo receive from Fortress Monroo is a

of an exciting character. It gives us the parti- *

culars of the coming out of Norfolk of the iron- £
clad rebel steamer Merrimac, and the descent of f
the James river of the rebel steamers Jamestown p
and Yorktown, also iron-clad, and their attack o

on our vessels at Newport's News, sulking the '

Cumberland and burning the Congress, two *

sailing frigatos of the navy. The attack on a

these vessels led to a spirited naval engage- n

ment, in which these three iron-dad vessels on C

the part of the rebels, and the Minnesota, Roan- 1

oke, St. Lawrence, Mystic, Congress and Cumberlaud
took part on our side, aided by such j

artillery as the troops at Newport's News could i
bring to bear. u

This is briefly the first day's news. But it appears
that the rebels were not permitted fully *

to complete their designs; for, fortunate- a

ly, the new iron-clad gunboat Monitor, (
sometimes called the Ericsson Battery, soon af- £

ter arrived there, when she was attacked by the c

three rebel steamers, and, after a gallant and J
brilliant engagement of five hours' duration j
succeeded in beating off the three and sending c

the Merrimac back to Norfolk in a sinking con- t
ditlon. ^

These tiro engagements clearly show that sufficient
beed was not given^to our admonition con- T

corning the intended mission of the Merriinac, a

as soon as she was prepared, and of the visit c

of the Jamestown and Yorktown to Newport's *

News for the very purpose attempted on j
Friday. So far back as the 3d of October last jj
wo stated that information had been received t
from Norfolk that it was the intention of tho 8

rebels to do this very thing, and we forewarned
the government, so that our forces at Hampton ^
Roads and Newport's News should always be f
strong enough to guard against any surprise. a

T)..i ik. A.i V.1«.NAM> Dot *
l>Ub IUO glCftl. aUWIOM VI tuo £aiW03VU littf *

tery proves that we now havo the moans v

of preventing any more operations such '

as this news describes on the part of Q
the rebels and their gunboats in that E

vicinity. It also shows the great ralua of this t

class of vessels and their superiority over the f
old wooden war ships, both steam and sailing.
Our iron-clad vessels have been tested at Forts T

Henry and Donelson, and now in a most decisive 0

manner at Newport's News.the last case being n

the only one in which iron vessels were op- 1

posed to iron vessels. That the Monitor was
*

superior to the combined three of the rebel g
ships was plainly shown in the combat, and n

Captain Ericsson will feel justly proud of the i

great success of his noble vessel.
Now that we have these two actions beforo

us, it is to be hoped that the Naval Committer t
of the Senate will at once reconsider their \
action in regard to the appropriation of fifteen d

millions of dollars for additional iron gunboats
for our navy. Their value is so strikingly manifest

at this time that there should be no delay e

in adding as many more of them as possible to F
- M

the naval arm of our service. The money
should therefore be appropriated at once, and ^
the vessels begun with all speed. H
Meanwhile let the Navy Department make tl

the most vigorous efforts to repair this disaster, 1

and he prepared for any further emergency.
'

Om New Corps d'Armee..It will be seen
"

that General McClcllan has divided the Grand j
Army of the Potomftc into Ave corps d'armes, and
has placed at the bead of each an officer of known f
flrmnesa, courago and ability, in the persons of n
Generals Heintzelman, Da ika, McDowell, Sum. ^
ner and Keyes. This measure will insure still D
greater efficiency in the army, and will enable
the Commanding General to operate with his
whole immense force with greater facility, S
But, while there are only five corps d'armee in n

the army of Virginia, there are in fact four more ii
under the direction of the Commander-in-Chief. 1
namely, the armies of Generals Halleck, BuelU t

Pope and Curtis, in Missouri, Kentucky and p
Tennessee; and very effective corps d'armee (hey v

are, is their late brilliant eucoeeeee prove. I
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l)ir L«t« Brilliant Victories and TUclr

luiportaat Result*.
The occupation of Leesburg, on the Upper Po.oiuuc,by * detachment from the column of

general Banks, under the command of the InirepidColonel Geary, gives us the practical advantagesof a great victory. Leesburg was the
>bject of that lamentable blunder of Ball's
31uff, the disasters of which, in a military view,
ire now atoned for in the stampede of the
vbels from the town and its defensive works,
vithout even the show of resistance.
It is manifest, we think, from their hasty

ivacuation of Leesburg, that their late instrucivedefeats and retreats in North Carolina,
ventucky, Tennessee, Missouri and Arkausas
lave convinced the rebels in Virginia that
heir situation is exceedingly desperate, and
hat there is no such thing as Southern invinoi>ilityagainst superior military combinations,
ippliances, facilities and forces, by land and
ea. But, without assuming to anticipate the
irilliant impending justification of General
JcClellan's "masterly inactivity," we may find
n the present confusion and demoralization of
he rebellion In every quarter abundant ovi[oncesthat the final issue is completely within
lis control.
Jeff. Davis and his Confederate rulers were

lot doceived by their ephemeral and delusive
'ictory of Manassas; they were content to hold
heir ground on the defensive through the sumnerand autumn, in expectation that "King
/otton" would in the whiter bring England to
heir rescue. The settlement of the Trent affair
lispelled that illusion, and the despondency
nd Imbecility of the rebel government from
hat day are as remarkable as its previous
onfldence and energetic action. In January,
way down in the wilds of Southern Kentucky,
he important and decisive little Union victory
tear Somerset came off. It created a sensation
f alarm throughout tho South compared with
rhich our splendid naval successes at Cape
Iatteras and Port Royal produced only a

ipple upon the surface of the water. The reaonwas, that, while Cape Hatteras and Port
loyal touched no vital point, our Somerset vicorymade a serious breach through the inland
lefensive line of the rebellion.
This reverse suggested the immediate nccesityof strengthening the works and reinforcing

he rebel army at Bowling Green, while our

nenacing gunboat preparations at Cairo and
>t. Louis resulted in a rebel encampment and
ortifications at Columbus of the grandest protortionsto resist our passage down the channel
f the Mississippi. But, while the rebels were

hus expending their strength upon these
iridely separated camps of Bowling Green
nd Columbus, their two intermediate defonivepositions at Fort Henry, on tho Tenespceriver, and Fort Donelson, on the
Cumberland, were comparatively neglectod.
'hus the loss of Fort Henry reduced them to
lie alternative of abandoning Bowlinor Green
o save Fort Donelson and the navigable water
ine to Nashville; and in losing Fort Donelson
hey lost Nashville, and Columbus ceased to be
Lseful or tenable; whence its hasty evacuation.
In all these movements the splendid camsigningand fighting qualities of our troops

vcro amply proved; but the capture of two
uch strongly defended places as Bowling
Srecn and Columbus, without the necessity of
iring a shot, is due to the superior military
iombinations of our commanding generals. A
nonth ago, against the defensive works on the
duffs of Columbus, with their two hundred
deces of heavy artillery and their exterior lines
if rifle pits, with tho river in front and a proectingswamp in the rear, an army of a buniredthousand men, and all our Mississippi gun>oats,and a bloody siege, would have been repiircdto take the place. A few days ago a

econnoitering gunboat found it evacuated,
*n5 thus all the vast labors and expenliturcsof tho rebels to make this place
he Scbastopol of the Mississippi were
brown away. Columbus was their main reiancefor the dofcnce ofNew Orleans; and, havagabaudoned Columbus, where now arc they
o make a linal stand on the line of the Missisippithis side the Gulf of Mexico?
The expulsion of Price from Missouri, and his

lisaslrous flight, with Ben McCulloch, over the
loston Mountains of Arkansas, vindicate* as

orcibly as our glorious campaign in Kentucky
md Tennessee the wisdom of ample preporaiouaand skilful arrangements before pouncing
ipon the enemy. And so with the Burnsidc cxteditionin North Carolina. The very prc.-ence
if its overwhelming power reduced the rebels
in Roanoke Island to a surrender, before their
nen slain outright amounted to a dozen in number,defended, as they were, by their eluborate
arthworks. Is it any wonder that the dispiritngeffect of these defeats and disastrous rcreatshas resulted In the occupation of the
alley of the Shenandoah and of Lcesburg by
ur troops without opposition? And who docs
tot now comprehend the fact that in its efTecta
be most disastrous battle to the South of all
he battles of this rebellion, ten times multiplied,
ras the battle of Bull run? It has cost the
louth many thousands of men, and hundreds of
trillions or dollars, widen otherwise would have
toon saved.
Fort Sumter and Bull run, however, still coninueamong our outstanding accounts against

bis rebellion; nor will it bo long, wc predict,
oforc these balances are satisfactorily settled.
Ve await with cheerfulness and absolute confllencethe final development of General Mc*
Hellaa's magnificent combinations.

Destiuctton op Corrpx and Tobacco..An
ffort is being made by the rebel leaders and
loliticians to induce the people to burn ail
heir cotton and tobacco whenever there is a
hance of its falling into the hands of the Union
rmy. The rebel Congress bad a motion before
1 to Indemnify the owners of these staples for
be quantity destroyed, and it was reported that
he measure had passed; but such is not the fact.
!ongre<s did not adopt tho resolution to pay
or the merchandise so patriotically destroyed;
or do we see that it makes a partiolo of differneeto tbo unfortunate owners whether they
id or not, as they would only be paid in Conideratobonds, redeemable when tho ConfedeateStates are free and independent; and they
right as well throw the worthless sbinplasters
a to ttio fire with the cotton and tobacco, and
take the conflagration bigger.
Tub Rebel Ahmt in a Bad Wat..The

outhcrn leaders, commanding generals, Govcriorsof States and rebel newspapers, are makagdesperate appeals to the people to enlist in
ho service of Jeff. Davis, and to give up everyhingin the shape of a weapon which they may
losness to the government The people are

rarned that If they do not peremptorily obey
Ue c«U » ladtartmlntM} iptea of drafting

soldiers.a forced conscription, in fact.will be
resorted to in every town, village and ward,
and the male population, without regard to age
or any rule of exemption from military duty,
will be compelled to turn into the ranka and
serve as soldiers. This is a desperate strait to
which the poor Southerners are reduced. It is
unnecessary to say that the morale of an army
so raised will be exceedingly line, and that
they will fight very cheerfully for their taskmasters.
Frauds op Army Contractors.A remonstrancefrom tue army OF the wEST..in

another column will bo found an interesting
correspondence between General Ilalleck and
Quartermaster General Meigs, in which the
former remonstrates in energetic terms against
the quality of the shoes and clothing furnished
to the Army of the West. Ho states that the
shoes issued to the troops on the march wear
out in four days, the space between the inner
and outer soles being filled in with pieces of
old plate iron, which cut the stitches. The
cloth sent to the army for making cl< thing is also
of such inferior quality as to be nearly worthless
for service. The General very justly says that it
is an outrage on the troops to issue such shoes
and clothing at all, and a still greater one that
they should be charged at full price. He tells
the government in plain terms that the fault
lies in the appointment of incompetent and
dishonest agents in the Quartermaster General's
Department, and demands that the workshops
in St. Louis shall be reopened for the supply of
proper shoos and clothing to the army. We
hope Mr. Stanton will reform all this.
There is much to be said in favor of this recommendation.Under the system by which the

large stock of worthless clothing on hand was

furnished to the government, there is no possibilityof tracing out the contractors. This will
always be the case so long as the Quartermaster
General, whose honesty and efficiency no one

ventures to impeach, cannot have more power in
the appointment of his agents. Where possible,
it would be desirable for the commandants
of all the great military departments to be able
to control the quality of the clothing furnished
to their troops. This could be done by giving
out contracts in all the groat cities which are
fixed upon as the centres of such departments.
Should the government inspectors prove unfaithfulto their trusts, the commanding generals
would be able at once to lay hands on the delinquentcontractors, and deal with them as

Wellington used to deal with the same class of
scoundrels during the Peninsular war.hang
them up to the noarest tree. The red tapeLsm
of which General Halleck complains, and which'
exposes the troops under his command to un-
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instantly put an end to, and some plan adopted
by which the commanders of departments shall
not be compelled to endure in silence rascalities
so injurious to the morale of the troops. It
would be better for the government to at once
make the pecuniary sacrifice which General
Halleck recommends rather than to continue
a state of things which will interfere seriously
with the progress of our arms.

ThkWat Fort Do.yelsok Was Scrrexdered..
In his official report of the fall of Fort Donelson,General Pillow gives a curious account of
the manner in which the surrender was agreed
to and accomplished by the conclave of rebel
generals, within the walls of the fort. It appearsthat when affairs became desperate a
council of war was held by the three generals,
Pillow, Floyd and Buckner.General Floyd then
holding the supreme command. Pillow says
that he himself was averse to surrender, and
wouia never consent to it.mat r icya declared
positively dial Le^foultl not allqw himself to be
taken prisoner, because he would certainly be
hanged if the Union army caught him. Buckner,
on the contrary, was in favor of a surrender,
being convinced that the troops could not hold
out against an attack of half an hour's duration.
But Buckner was not in command of the fort,
and hence ffe could not adopt the plan he advocated.What was to be done in this dilemma?
The ingenuity and peculiar morality of General
Floyd came to the rescue. Ho proposed to turn
over the command to Pillow, and Pillow to turn
it over again to Buckner, thus enabling the latterto surrender the place, provided that he
and Pillow were allowed time to cut and run,
with their commands, out of dangor.

This plan, General Pillow says, was agreed
to. The transfer of the supreme command was
made, in this hocus pocus fashion, in double
quick time, and sauve qui peut was the word
with the heroic Floyd and the gallant Pillow.

-11 1.f
if c &uun »ira iecu. uuvauoi, ttuli uii un inni,

fell into our bands, and Floyd and 1'illow
saved their skins for the present. 4

This is about the nicest specimen of military
morality we have seen. And yet General Pillow,we are assured, is regarded in the South
as a second Washington. When he resigned
his position, some time ago, in dudgeon about
some fancied slight, the rebel soldiers made a

great deal of fuss about him, and he magnanimouslywithdrew his resignation. His own

story of the way Fort Donelson was surrendered
settles him.

Nkw Rkiux Ehtimatk or tub Yanibk Chaiuotf.r..Thogood conduct and moderation displayedby the federal troops at Nashvillo and
the other points of Southern territory which
have fallen into our bands are evidontly producinga great effect among the population of
those places. After the lies so industriously
propngmeu ny ioeir politicians ana journalists
about Yankee savagery, they are astonished to
find friends and protectors instead of enemies
in our troops. Even the Southern newspapers,
which did so much to provoke the rebollion,
have no cause to complain of harsh treatment
on our part. In Nashville the property of their
owners has been respected, and if they are disposedto return to their allegiance they will no
doubt be allowed to resume business operations
again. Uncle Sam has no vindictivcnoss to
gratify. Southerners as well as Northerners are

alike his children, and to all,'with tho deceptionof tho leaders, who are repentant for their
errors he will again extend the hand of affectionand protection.
PsLLirralloHmAi MKO!TALC(iL!.*or..Tho first annual

commencement of tho Ttellorue IIoR|rttal Helical College
will take place at Irving Hall thia evening at half-paat
oven o'clock.

Arrivals a nil Departurea,
ARRIVALS.

LtvaaeooT..RtMmer Csnsds at Ho.ton.Mr McKav, wife,ebUd ami nnrae; lion Mra Melville a"d aprvant, Mrs Col
Mountain and «< rrant, Mra Pinrhon, Mr and Mm Caldwell,Wir<-e children and servant; Baron J W de J Jarlntmrg, Capt
Peal, wife, two children invl servant^ Messrs David Lewis, S
F McMaati r J V Lonsdale, Monisnvt, John Onrdon, John
Wiwmald, H M Ksiei e«, Falrcmld, Daniel R Martin. D 0
Winter, Hughes, John Moulsonjr, Manner, Nordllnger,
Lewis Hersoa, R A Hosklu* CowMfle, Henry Rumnee,
Robert Donald, J H Dunham, Fmnrls Lawrle. Robert Thornaon,DE McLean,.James Htaabnrg, Lewis M Hleln, Ales*
nder llamllton, James Brennerman. C L Talbot, S Armin|jeljTjg"iMPrte»,Qeorg*Waleon, W B MaXingu, SeaMU,

THEATRICAL AND MUSICAL
Tha put week baa been, musically end dramatloally,

an uneventful one. The departure of Goitschalk and the
opera people for the provlnoea deprived ua of our great
aouroe of amusement, while at the theatre* thoro has
been little or no variation In the bill*.
At Wallack's "The Belle'e Stratagem," whicgj has

proved ao attractive, will be repeated thta evenly.
To-morrow will be givon "The Wonder;" on Wednesday,
"The School for Scandal;" on Thursday, "A Bold Stroke
for u Husbandon Friday, "Tho Honeymoon," and ou

Saturday "London Assurance." As toon as the uovelty
of thoae piecee la exhausted Mr. Wallack will replace
them by other standard comedies, whioh have not bees
produced here for several years.
"The Macarlhy" ia drawing 8ne houaea to Laws

Kcone's The piece potasses a dramatic intorest which,
notwithstanding certain defects of construction, enchain
tba audience from the commencement to the cloae.
At Nihlo's "Tho Colleen Dawn" is ttoating on the full

tide of success. The piece la ao beautifully mounted
and ia diversified by such agreeable musical features that
It will bur more than one visit. There Is now played, is
addition to It, Tyrone Power's amusing farce of "How to

Fay the Rent," in which Mr. John Collins gives his iniaa1
table version of the pari of Morgan Rattler. On Wednesdaynext Mrs. John Wood takes her benefit. Her admirers.andthey are legion.will muster strong on tha
occasion.
Tha Whiter Garden will be cloaed this evening and tomorrow,to afford time for the preparation of the saw

piece, "The Bolle of tha Season," which la to be preduocdon Wednoaday. Miss Matilda Heron plays tha
principal character, and will bo supported by Mra. Gladstone,the handsomest a:trees on tha American stags.
This will ba hor first appearanoe before a Now York asdlenee.
The New York Athenaeum (Wallacks' old theatre) has

not realized the expectations with which It commenoed tha
season under its new management. It was abruptly closed

on Friday last, "Unole Tom's Cabin," on the revival of

which,just at the present time, such golden hopes had

boon founded, having proved a dead failure. The fact la
a healthy one, politically considered, and its significance
is oooflrmed by the refusal of the directors of the BrooklynAcademy to allow the pieco to bo ropresented on their
boards. As the "moral and religious drama" will net
pay, tho lessees of the Atheneeum have now to east about
for some other class of performances. In the meantime
the theatre will be entirely oleaned and renovated.*
process which it sadly wanted. It will be reopened m
18th Inst, under a new name.

Mr. Orau commences his next season of cpera, at the
New York Academy, on Wednesday week (March 19),
w hen "Masaniello" will bo produced on a grand scale,
Senorita Cubas and a corps de ballet having been engaged
to give it completeness. During the week sevoral rehearsalswill take place of the "Favorite," and on the
21st or 24th Madame de Lussan will make her debet.
Madame Borchard will not be able to make her appearancefor some time yet, having been unfortunately
lamed by an accident.

Mr. Gottschalk gave concerts In Washington on Thnreday,Friday and Saturday. They were brilliantly attended,and the pocunlary results wore most satisfactory.
To night ho performs in Philadelphia; to-morrow, Wed.
nesday and Thursday, in Batimore, and on Saturday eveninga grand gala performance will be given at the PhiladelphiaAcademy. The period of Mr. Qottschalk's return
to Mew York is unoerlaln. When ho comes back it is not
improbable that he will give several matinees at whleh
he will be the sole performer.
Tho Davenport and Wheatloy combination arrived hern

yesterday from New Haven, where they played en Satnrilaynight. They will give no performances for the prneoutat Niblo's, the eaccesa of "The Colleon Bawn" ad

that establishment being euch as to render it (inadvisable
to disturb the existing arrangements. It Is their Inten*
tion, wc believe, to leave for Baltimore either to-day or

to morrow, with the view of giving a short series of performancesthere. *»* >
M. Paul Juignet gives the next of bis Soirees Franeaim

on Tuesday, the 18th. He has hired Niblo's charming
concert room for this and the remaining performances of
the series. The habiiwt of these entertainments will
be gratified at the change. The subscription opened for
the continuation or the Brooklyn serlee is daily reoelviag
a large accession of names.

Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Conway arrived In town from Bag'andby the last steamer. They have had considerable
success in London, and have been most favorably spoksst
of by the press there.
Ullman Is on his way to Berlin to meet Madame Bistort

>

and to make final arrangements for her appcaranoe here
In October next. Niblo's has been secured for the performancesof the great tragedienne. She will be accompaniedby the entire of the fine company now playing
with no?. .

The juvenile pianist, Master Willi? Barneemore Pape,
has just returned from Havana, whero he haf glfifi fibre,
ral concerts. The Prtma lauds the excellence of his an*
thod and the precision and brilliancy of his execution.
Several concerts have been given in New York during

the woek- Those of Miss Bralnerd and Mrs. Maggie
Height were particular!y well attended.

Mr. George Crosier gl /es a grand farowell concert at
Dodworth's Hall on Tuesday next. He will bo assisted by
Mrs. Mozart, Miss M. E. Hawloy, Miss Mine Geary and
Messrs. Geo. Simpson. Gustavus Geary, J. R. Thomas, 8.
B. Mills, the pianist, and S. W. Morgan and J. B. Wheeton.conductors. Mr. Crozier is about to leave for Europe.
The fourth concert of the Brooklyn Philharmonic took

place on Saturday evening at the Academy of Musis.
Be thoven's "Pastorale" symphony was admirably executed,the four movements being rendered in a manner

to (lerfeetly express the Ideas of the composor. The
cava*.ins from "Linda'' was sung by Miss Curlotta Patti
with all the originality and grace of execution that distinguishthat excellent artist. The "Nocturno" by Mr.
Schmltzon the French born, was well performed, the
echo offsets being most skilfully managed. Mendelssohn's
overture, "Atkalia," was played upon'thls occasion fbr
the first time. It Is every beauttrul composition, end
was done full Justice to by the orchestra. Signer Maacusi'sromanza from the "Ballo in Maschera" was song
with greater care than be usually exhibits in his solo
efforts. If be had a littlo more control over his voice, ho
would be much mora popular with our audiences. The
piece that pleated moat la the vocal portion of the programmewm the eomio duet rrom "L'Elisir d'Amore,"
between Miss Carlotta Pattt end Mancual. Miss Petti
eang her eoore wllh*all the vivacity and playfulneaa thai
belong to thia ooquettiah eompoaitlon, end wea very wed
supported by Mancual. The eudlonce rewarded their
Joint efforta with an encore. The programme wee wound
up with the "Carnival Rotnaln," by Rerlios, a lively and
buatling ceropoaitton, Hi which ell the reeouroea of the
orchestra are brought Into full play. Altogether the mcert

wea one of the beat at which we have aaaialed thin
eeason, both aa regarde the aelactlonof the pieces and
the manner In which they were exocuted. »

Mlaa Nina Footer will give matinee readings at Dad
worth's Hall on Saturday,March 16, and Saturday, Marefe
20. Site also offers an evening entertainment of a Similar
character on Monday, March 24. . \
Mr. Nathan Naeblt lectures this evening at DodwOrtht

Hall an " The Pest, Present and Future of America."
At the New Bowery the business has boon excellent

d'j'lng the ween. iw uijm wiu d« given in* popular
drama of "RiotMo Rlnaldloo," to bo followad by tki
"Ploaeant Neighbor" and tba "Pirate* or Savannah."

Ttia new Kmtern apootacular drama "Sadak tad,
Kalasrade," recently produoud at Barnum'a, la wot
worth aeeing by there who are fond of thi* ciaaa of performance.It la rery Wilfully put together and la forgaoualymounted. Commodore Nutt atllt continue* taa
cynoeura of tha Muaoum via tore. H* is really a very
lively ain&ntertainlng little fellow.
At the Old' Bowery Mr. Stlckney will, In addition tea

moat attractive programme, repeat hla great alz borne

not, "The Courier of St. Petersburg," thtaorening.
At Ilooley'a "Uncle Tom'a Cabin" will bo given la.

night In genuine nlggor style, and without any of the
D<>rIonian adaptatlona or rampings. At Bryaut'aj'llw
Old Folk'a Concert'' still continues the chief feature la
the bills.
Czkmaz Ttnunucais..One of Charlotte Birehpfolfibr'd

pieces, entitled "Engllonder In Tarle" (Rnglmhmen la

Paris), waa succoeefully produced at tbeSladt theatreea

Saturday lasW Several other Important nOTaltlea are la

preparation at this establishment.
FOREIGN.

The distinguished actress, Mrs. Bradehaw (Maria
Tree), stater of Mrs. Charles Keen, Is dead.
A new and original drama, In five acts, cnllod "Tha

Life of an Actress," written by Mr. Dion Bourcicault, and
In which the author aid hie accomplished wife eppoer,
wee to be produced nl tha Adelphi on the let of this

month.
Mr. Banadlot's new opera, "The Lily of Klllarney,"

baa been drawing orowded houses at Drury lane. M
soma to haro completely hit the Ueto oC the torlidta


